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The Royal Society of Western Australia respectfully acknowledges the Nyungar people, 
the Traditional Custodians of the lands on which we meet, and all First Peoples across 
Western Australia. We honour their enduring cultures, deep knowledge and ongoing care 
for Country, including land, waters, skies and all living things. We recognise their long 
history of living in harmony with nature and pay our respects to Elders past and present, 
and to emerging leaders. 
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President’s Letter  

Dear Members, 

I am pleased to present the Royal Society of Western Australia’s Annual Report for the 
financial year 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 including reports of event that occurred before 
the 2025 AGM. 

During 2025, the Society strengthened its convening role across academia, industry and 
the community. Our RSWA Symposium, ‘Future WA’, held at Murdoch University on 20 
June 2025, brought together speakers and participants to examine Western Australia’s 
transition to a decarbonised future while maintaining energy security, with sessions 
spanning renewables, green hydrogen, carbon capture and storage, and education. 

We also expanded our support for emerging scientists through the John Glover program, 
awarding the fourth cohort of John Glover Research Support Grants and delivering two 
inaugural student events at Murdoch University, the John Glover Student Symposium (10 
March 2025) and the John Glover Student Poster Day (23 September 2025), which 
showcased 76 posters and drew strong attendance. The Society also continued full 
sponsorship of ScienceIQ for Years 5 to 9 and progressed the Journal of the Royal Society 
of Western Australia through publication, DOI registration and ongoing platform support. 

Treena Burgess 
President 
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About the Royal Society of Western Australia 

As the premier society of scientists in Western Australia, the Royal Society of Western 
Australia (RSWA) proudly fosters exchange among natural and physical scientists and 
promotes the natural sciences in all their aspects through publications, meetings, 
symposia, and special events. 

Our peer-reviewed Journal of the Royal Society of Western Australia features original 
scientific research with an emphasis on local science. Broad in scope, it covers the natural 
and physical sciences, as well as anthropology and archaeology. 

We also organise symposia and excursions on topics of current importance or interest, 
foster science in the community through special events and education, and maintain a 
publicly available library at the Western Australian Museum. 

The Society was established in 1914 and is inspired by the Royal Society of London, the 
world’s oldest scientific academy. 

The Patron of the Royal Society of Western Australia in 2024 is His Majesty King Charles III, 
and the Vice-Patron is His Excellency the Honourable Chris Dawson AC APM, Governor of 
Western Australia. 
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RSWA Symposium ‘Future WA' 

 

The event was organised by the Society's Vice-President Michael Tucak. And held at 
Murdoch University on the 20th of June 2025.The workshop examined how Western 
Australia will transition to a decarbonised future while maintaining energy security, 
guided by scientific evidence. RSWA brought together experts from academia, industry, 
and not-for-profits, with the discussion framed by Western Australia’s 10-Year Science and 
Technology Plan. 

The afternoon program opened with a welcome from the RSWA President, followed by an 
introduction from the former Chief Scientist of Western Australia. Panellists then 
delivered short talks across renewables, green hydrogen, carbon capture and storage, and 
education, before moving into a facilitated workshop-style discussion and audience 
questions. The format supported practical exchange across sectors and highlighted 
priority areas for research, policy, and workforce development. 

Speakers and contributors 

• Welcome: Mr Michael Tucak, Vice President of RSWA 
• Introduction (recorded): Professor Peter Klinken, former Chief Scientist WA (2014–

2025) 
• Renewables: Fraser Maywood, Chair, Sustainable Energy Now 
• Green hydrogen: Hongqi Sun, The University of Western Australia 
• Carbon capture and storage: Rosie Johnstone, GeoVault and Full Circle Carbon 
• Education: Don Klinger, Murdoch University 
• Workshop MC: Meri Fatin 

John Glover Research Support Grants 

The forth cohort of John Glover Research grants was awarded. These grants are financed 
through a gift to the Hackett Foundation to administer the research grants for relevant 
postgraduate students at all Western Australian universities, including $10,000 for 
research support and $5,000 towards living allowance. The applicants successful in 2025 
receive their funding in 2026. Students received their certificates at the 2025 EOY talk. 
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The recipients of these research grants were as follows: 

1. Ahmed Hussein (Curtin) Quantum Diamond Imaging in Paleomagnetic Studies: 
Unveiling Earth's Evolution and Ore Formation 

2. Analise Gordon (MU) The Effects of Habitat and Environmental Change on a 
Freshwater Turtle (Chelodina oblonga) Within a Modified Urban River System 

3. Anna Faber (UWA) Through the lense of a microbiologist – Looking at Western 
Australia’s unique biodiversity in times of pollution 

4. Ben Roots (MU) Future-proofing food-webs in a drying climate: impact of 
increased salinity on the nutrition of a significant crustacean 

5. Charmain Chin (UWA) Chemical make-up of the deepest ocean dwelling animals 
6. Ian Lim Han Yan (Curtin) Interrogating the family: Estimating fine-scale dispersal 

of invasive species in Western Australia 
7. Jackson Rendall (UWA) Conservation, landscape and population genomics of the 

south-western Australian spiny trapdoor spiders (Idiopidae: Arbanitinae) 
8. Julian Dietrich (ECU) Multi-Omics Characterisation of Microbial Consortia 

Inhabiting Monazite Mineral Samples from the Mt Weld Mine, Western Australia 
9. Madhoolika Karunakaram (UWA) Investigating The Changes In Gene Expression 

During The Evolution Of C4 Photosynthesis In The Australian Grass Genus 
Neurachne 

10. Rosie Brown (MU) Environmental Drivers of Flatback Turtle Foraging in the 
Kimberley: Linking Diet, Nutritional Status, and Habitat Use 

11. Stuart Lay (UWA) Uncovering the Biodiversity of the Pilbara: Resolving the Shortfall 
in Taxonomic Knowledge of the Carabid Beetle Genus Adotela (Coleoptera: 
Carabidae: Broscini) and Investigating the Biogeographic Patterns and Evolution 
of Australian Broscin 

We look forward to being able to report on recipients of these grants and progress in our 
future reports. 
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John Glover Student symposium 

The inaugural 2025 John Glover Student symposium was held at Murdoch University on 
the 10th March 2025, organised President Prof Treena Burges, and John Glover 
Coordinator, Dr Daniel Gomez Isaza. The event showcased presentations from the 2024 
JGRSG awardees. These presentations were an excellent example of the amazing science 
made possible by the JGRSG. During the event, we also celebrated the 2025 JGRSG cohort 
by officially presenting them with their award certificates. The concluded with a mixer, 
which provided a fantastic networking opportunity.  

 

 

2024 JGRSG winners (left) and (right) Helen Armstrong presenting on her research at the 
event.  
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John Glover Student Poster day 

The inaugural John Glover Student poster day was held on September 23rd, 2025. We had 
fantastic turnout of 76 student posters covering diverse range research from the natural 
sciences. The event was attended by approximately 110 people, which created a lively 
atmosphere for scientific discussion. Awards were presented for best poster worth $1,000. 
Voting was by secret ballot based on the voting of ten academics.  The following students 
received prises on the day: 

1. Jorgia Blanks (UWA) 
2. Cameron Dodd (UWA) 
3. Kiera Gordon (MU) 
4. Um e Hani (MU) 
5. Lucas Lutzenkirchen (ECU) 
6. Cherie Mangini (MU) 
7. Stephanie Mason (UWA) 
8. Caitlyn O’Dea (ECU) 
9. Jessica Pierce (UWA) 
10. Aadhi Rankumar (UWA) 
11. Dean Tysdale (UWA) 
12. Hannah Williams UWA) 

 

 

Winners of poster prizes. 
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UWA benefactors Dinner 

President Treena Burgess and John Glover Coordinator Dr Daniel Gomez Isaza attended a 
benefactor’s dinner at UWA celebrating significant doners.  The money invested with the 
Hacket Foundation is used to support the john glover student research grants 

 

Annual Meeting of the RSA 

Prof. Richard Harper attended the Royal Societies of Australia (RSA) annual meeting in 
Melbourne on 20 to 21 November 2025 to assess how the Royal Society of Western 
Australia (RSWA) should engage with the RSA. The RSA acts as a national peak body for 
Australia’s State Royal Societies (established in 2007) and operates with the Governor-
General, Her Excellency the Hon Ms Sam Mostyn AC, as patron. The meeting, chaired by 
RSA President John Hardie AM, included representatives from several State Royal 
Societies and featured Prof. Ian Chubb, who discussed current national R&D review 
activity and the Science 2035 work.  

Richard recommends that RSWA increases its engagement with the RSA to strengthen 
its involvement in national science policy and improve access to Commonwealth-level 
policy discussions, to learn from other Royal Societies’ outreach models, and to contribute 
to national initiatives (including a Food Security Conference, a proposed Landscape and 
Seascape Knowledge Centre, and a national young scientist engagement programme). 
Participation requires three online committee meetings each year plus attendance at the 
annual in-person meeting, with no membership fees. 
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STAWA Sponsorship 

ScienceIQ is a collaborative, team based science competition sponsored by the Royal 
Society of Western Australia through the Science Teachers Association of Western 
Australia. The program provides students in Years 5 to 9 with an opportunity to test their 
science knowledge and teamwork skills in a structured, competitive format, with small 
prizes awarded to winning teams. In 2025, ScienceIQ recorded strong participation, with 
53 schools involved across the year. Winning teams represented a diverse range of 
schools, including John Curtin College of the Arts, Brentwood Primary School, Lesmurdie 
Primary School, Presbyterian Ladies College, Melville Primary School and St Mark’s 
Anglican Community School. Interest in the 2026 round is already high, with a substantial 
number of schools registering early intent to participate, including schools from the 
eastern states, most notably South Australia.Through its continued sponsorship of 
ScienceIQ, RSWA supports the development of scientific knowledge, collaboration and 
confidence among students, while strengthening engagement with schools both within 
Western Australia and nationally. 

Journal of the RSWA 

Volume 108 consists of nine articles. This contrasts with four for volume 107 (2024). The 
Volume 108 articles have achieved wide readership both in Australia and internationally.  
International readers have come from: United States, Singapore, Great Britain, Timor-
Leste, Russia, Denmark, Germany, Japan, China, Indonesia, Vietnam, Italy, India, Romania, 
Iraq, Dominican Republic, France, Malayasia, Canada, Ireland, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Poland, Panama, Argentina, Austria, Bolivia, Chile, Hongkong, Bangladesh, Brazil, Mexico, 
and Nepal.  This breadth of international readership can be attributed to our membership 
of Crossref (which allocates DOI numbers and lists the journal articles on various 
bibliographic services) and having the journal produced on the Scholastica Publishing 
Platform, and the much wider circulation of details of the articles that has resulted from 
these associations.  

End of Year Talk 

Professor Peter Klinken: Future State – The Role for WA Science and Technology 

Tuesday 3rd of December 2024 

 

Prof. Peter Klinken AC, Chief Scientist of Western 
Australia, will discuss how science and technology 
have played a pivotal, but undervalued, role in the 
development of the State. Science and technology will 
be crucial for the State to grasp the incredible clean 
energy opportunities ahead and to diversify its 
economy. Importantly, we must have a just energy 
transition, so that everyone can benefit from the 
enormous potential in this State. 
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Councillors 

Since the last AGM, members who have served on Council have been: 
 
•President:    Prof. Treena Burgess 
•Vice President:   Mr. Michael Tucak 
     Prof Richard Harper 
•General Secretary:   Dr Jenna Hounslow 
•Membership Secretary: Dr Sarah Sapsford 
•John Glover Co-ordinator: Dr Daniel Gomez Isaza 
•Treasurer:    Mr Anand Gupta 
•Editor-in Chief:   Prof. David Haig 
•Librarian:    Ms Bobbie Bruce 
•Student representative:  Mr Clément Tremblin 
•Councillor:    Dr. Liz Barbour 
•Councillor:    Dr Leon Harris 
•Councillor (and Past President): Prof. Hans Lambers 
 

Acknowledgements  
 
We thank the Board of the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority for allowing the Society 
to hold meetings on the Kings Park premises under their jurisdiction and for providing 
support for Society activities. The Society is very thankful to our Librarian Bobbie Bruce 
and the Western Australian Museum who manage and house the Society’s library, for 
storing a sizeable stock of additional copies of the Journal, for assisting the Museum of 
Victoria to digitise the Journals, for attending to enquiries, and for occasional mailing of 
publications when required. All members of Council are thanked for their voluntary 
contributions during the year. 
 


