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Instructions for authors 

The Journal of The Royal Society of Western Australia publishes peer-reviewed articles 
dealing with research in all aspects of the natural and physical sciences of relevance to 
Western Australia. Normally research papers reporting original research should not exceed 
5000 words; review papers should not exceed 10 000 words. 
Short papers/research notes not exceeding 2000 words are welcome. 
Discussions and replies of recently published papers in the journal should not exceed 
1000 words, and are the only items acceptable without illustrations. 
For ease of reviewing and editing, manuscripts should be submitted as a Word document or 
compatible file in the following format/order: Title page; Abstract; Key words; Text; 
References; Figure captions; Table captions; Appendices (if any); Figures and Tables. All 
pages should be numbered consecutively, including those carrying tables and captions to 
figures and/or tables. 

Authors are encouraged to submit a list of potential reviewers, preferably not from their own 
organisation. Please indicate if you know that they are willing to assess your manuscript — 
this can speed up the review process considerably, often by over a month — although the 
final choice is at the discretion of the editor. Submission of a paper is taken to mean that the 
results have not been published or are not being considered for publication elsewhere. 
Authors are solely responsible for the accuracy of all information in their papers, and for any 
opinions therein. Papers accepted for publication become copyright of The Royal Society of 
Western Australia, unless Crown Copyright is claimed (applies to Public Servants). The 
corresponding author will be required to assent to the transfer of copyright on behalf of all 
co-authors in the case of multi-authored papers. A pdf of the published paper is provided 
free to corresponding authors and their co-authors. 

Headings: Authors may use up to four levels of headings, all of which are left justified: 
FIRST-ORDER HEADINGS are bold capitals; 
Second-order headings are bold upper and lower case; 
THIRD-ORDER HEADINGS are capitals; and 
Fourth- order headings are upper and lower case. 

The Title should begin with a keyword. 
The Abstract should not be an expanded title, but should include the main substance of the 
paper in a condensed form. 
Six to ten Keywords should be provided. 
The Text should be organized under the following (or equivalent) headings: 

•Introduction should contain the reasons for doing the work and essential background 
material, but not the results or conclusions; 
•Methods (if applicable) should provide sufficient details of techniques to allow them to 
be repeated; 
•Results should not include interpretations more appropriate to the discussion; 
•The Discussion should emphasise the significance of the results and place them in the 
context of related work; 
•Conclusions summarize the main findings of the paper; and 
•Acknowledgements should mention appropriate assistance from colleagues, funding 
organizations and the journal reviewers. 
•References must be set out as follows, with journal titles spelled out in full: 

Paper: 
COLLINS L B, TESTA V, ZHAO J & QU D 2011. Holocene growth history and evolution of the 
Scott Reef carbonate platform and coral reef. Journal of the Royal Society of Western 
Australia 94, 239–250. 
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Book: 
HARPER J L 1977. Population biology of plants. Academic Press, London. 

Chapter in Book: 
DAVIE P J F & SHORT J W 1995. Decapod—Anomura, Brachyura. Pages 118–126 in Wells F 
E, Hanley J R & Walker D I, editors Marine biological survey of the southern Kimberley, 
Western Australia. Western Australian Museum, Perth. 

BUATOIS L A & MÁNGANO M G 2004. Animal–substrate interactions in freshwater 
environments: applications of ichnology in facies and sequence stratigraphic analysis of 
fluvio-lacustrine successions. Pages 311–333 in McIlroy D, editor The application of 
ichnology to palaeoenvironmental and stratigraphic analysis. Geological Society of London 
Special Publication 228. 

Illustrations: All illustrations, both line drawings and photographs, are to be numbered as 
figures (not plates) in sequence, and each must be referred to in the text in consecutive 
order. In composite figures made up of several photographs or diagrams, each part should 
be designated by a lower-case letter (e.g. Figure 2b). Illustrations should be at least 300 dpi 
tif, jpg or eps files with sans serif lettering no smaller than 8 pt for column (81 mm), half-page 
(115 mm) or page (170 mm) widths. 

Authors are advised to use the most recent issues of the Journal as a guide to the general 
format and bibliographic style of the manuscript, and to conform as closely as possible to the 
style in preparing the manuscript. The metric system (SI units) must be used. Taxonomic 
papers must follow the appropriate International Code of Nomenclature, and geological 
papers must adhere to the International Stratigraphic Guide. Spelling should follow the 
Concise Oxford Dictionary. In most cases the style of the Journal follows the 6th edition of the 
Style manual (published in 2002 by John Wiley & Sons, Australia Ltd, previously by the 
Commonwealth Government Printing Office) available through retail book outlets. 
Alternatively, there is a guide based on this book at https://guides.service.gov.au/content-
guide/. Extensive sets of data, including large tables, are to be included as appendices 
following the references rather than supplementary papers now that the Journal is available 
online rather than printed. Such data should be supplied in Word or spreadsheets. 

Check list prior to submission: 
 Are all references used listed, and are there any orphans in the reference list? 
 et al. is always in italics; Jones & Smith (1984), or (Jones & Smith 1984) with no 
comma. 
 Use en dash for 10–20, Bunbury–Dampier Gas Pipeline, Early–Middle Permian, i.e., to 
indicate a range or transition. This applies to page numbers for references. 
 Use em dash for an aside—if you really need to—with no spaces on either side; can be 
used instead of parentheses. 
 Normal dashes are used for qualifiers, e.g. early-Middle Permian denotes the first part 
of the Middle Permian; ten-year-old progeny vs ten year-old progeny. 
 No parentheses within parentheses; use a semicolon rather than back-to-back 
parentheses, e.g., ― … (Fig. 1; Jones & Smith 1984).‖ not ―… (Fig. 1) (Jones & Smith 1984).‖ 
or ―   (Fig. 1; Jones & Smith (1984)).‖ 
 Ensure figure numbers are mentioned in ascending order in the text. 
 Eliminate all double spaces and unneeded spaces before punctuation, e.g. ― (1901) .‖ 

Further details can be obtained from the Editor-in-chief, Journal of The Royal Society of 
Western Australia, via rswa.journal@rswa.org.au 

https://guides.service.gov.au/content-guide/
https://guides.service.gov.au/content-guide/
mailto:rswa.journal@rswa.org.au

